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Learning Intention:
Understand the experiences of women in the workplace in the
1970s and 1980s.

Success Criteria: 
Create a bill to present to parliament about creating more
equality in women’s wages in the area of sport.

Lesson Plan

Before Listening:

Write up or project the
following words on the board:

public service
insurmountable
discrimintation 

dispossession
campaign
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Activity 
One:

Pre-Listening 
Vocabulary



Don’t know it at all
Have seen or heard, but don’t know the
meaning
I think I know the meaning
I know the meaning and can explain it

In groups ask the students if they can put the words
into one of the 4 categories.

If any of the students are in the 3rd or 4th category,
see if they can explain it to the people in your group
or to the class.

Referendum - a ‘yes or no’ vote put to the
people of a country to change the constitution.
Constitution - The constitution of a country or
organization is the system of laws which
formally states people's rights and duties.
Abolished - If someone in authority abolishes a
system or practice, they formally put an end to
it.
Dispossession - If you are dispossessed of
something that you own, especially land or
buildings, it is taken away from you.
Campaign - a series of coordinated activities,
such as public speaking and demonstrating,  
designed to achieve a social, political, or
commercial goal.

Share the following definitions for the vocabulary.

Definitions:
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Activity 
One:

Pre-Listening 
Vocabulary



Activity Two:

1. What is your understanding of the Australian
Constitution?

2. How do you change the Constitution in Australia?

After Listening:

1. List some of the laws that were in place in
Queensland during the early 1960s that limited the
rights and freedoms of the First Nations people of
Australia.

2. Why did Oodgeroo Noonuccal joke to Prime
Minister Menzies that he could be jailed?
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Before listening
discussion
questions

Activity 
Two:

Activity
Three:

After listening
reflection 
questions



Activity Two:

Brainstorm with your class how could your school
be more inclusive of Aboriginal culture and history.
You can research what other schools might be
doing to celebrate and commemorate Aboriginal
culture.

Choose one of these ideas and write a proposal to
your principal on how your school community
could be more inclusive of aboriginal culture.

Reflect on how
 your community

celebrates
Aboriginal culture.
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Think about the things that your school
community does to celebrate and recognise
Indigenous Australian culture. 

Do you have a welcome to country? Do you
commemorate Sorry Day or NAIDOC Week? Do
you have special guests from the local Indigenous
Australian community come and speak to the
students? Do you learn about Indigenous
Australian history? Do you know what country you
are on? Can you speak any of the local First
Nations’ language?

Activity 
Four:



Activity Two:
Your proposal should:
(1) Define the issues: give some background
information about the problem and why it is
important to address this as a school
community.

(2) Define the solution: Suggest a step by step
plan to implement, explain the benefits of this,
suggest potential obstacles to the plans, and list
the people you may need to help with the plan.

(3) Conclusion: reiterate why this is an important
issue, you could include the costs that may be
involved, thank the principal for considering your
proposal.

(4) Sign off with your names and best way to
contact you.
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Activity 
Four:

Reflect on how
 your community

celebrates
Aboriginal culture.
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Episode Transcript:
Hi, this is Kelly Chase and you are listening to Season 2 of a Museum of Australian
Democracy and History Detective Collaboration: Ladies in the House. In this 3-part
series we are going to celebrate the lives of three incredible women how they took
part in Australian democracy.

In this episode I would like to introduce you to Oodgeroo Noonuccal. Before we
begin, I would like to acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which the
Museum of Australian Democracy stands, the Ngunnawal and Ngambri.

Oodgeroo Noonuccal was an Indigenous Australian poet, artist, writer, educator
and political activist. And today I would like to look at the pivotal role that she
played in the lead up to the 1967 referendum. A referendum is a yes/no vote to
make a change to the Australian Constitution.

Changing the constitution is not an easy feat. First of all, you have to get the
government to agree to hold the referendum vote, and those things cost a lot of
money and time. Secondly, you have to campaign the people of Australia and hope
that they will support a “Yes” vote for those proposed changes. Before 1967 there
had been 24 proposed changes to Australian constitution and 20 of those had
failed.

The 1967 Referendum was held to allow Indigenous Australians to both be
recognised as part of the Australian population and for the Federal Government to
be able to make laws concerning them. You see in 1901 when Australia was
federated, and the politicians wrote the Constitution- that’s the book of rules for
the government- and it had some rules about Indigenous people. Firstly, the
constitution said that Aboriginal people should not be counted as a part of the
Australian population. And secondly, it allowed all of the different states to make
laws about Aboriginal people- and this ended up with several states making up laws
that severely impacted the rights and freedoms of First Nations peoples.



No Aboriginal person could get married without permission of the Director of
Native affairs otherwise known as the Protector. 
The Protector could direct employers to pay the worker’s wages to himself, and
he also had the right to take possession of and sell any property belonging to
an Aboriginal person in Queensland. 
He had the power to remove any Aboriginal person from where they lived to a
reserve. 
Additionally, they were not allowed to drink alcohol, and anyone who supplied
liquor to an Aboriginal person could be imprisoned for up to 3 months. 

In 1962, Oodgeroo Noonuccal became the Queensland State Secretary of the
Federal Council for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Advancement and she was
quoted as saying the following, “These laws hang like chains around our necks. It is
time for a change, for a new deal for Aboriginal people." Oodgeroo Noonuccal was
also a poet who used her poetry as a form of protest and to give voice to the
Indigenous experience. In 1964 when she became the first Aboriginal Australian to
publish a book of poetry, there were some terrible laws in Queensland related to
Aboriginal people. All of the states had different laws, but Queensland’s were
particularly restrictive. Here are a few examples:

So, you can see why Oodgeroo Noonuccal, who was a Lance Corporal in the Army
helping to defend her country during World War II, would be incensed at the unjust
laws that her people were subjected to.

When Oodgeroo and her fellow activist Faith Bandler met the Australian Prime
Minister Sir Robert Menzies while they were campaigning for the referendum, after
their meeting, Menzies offered her a drink. She cheekily replied to him, “Mr Prime
Minister, you could be jailed for offering me a drink in the place that I come from.”
She was referring to those restrictive Queensland laws.

Oodgeroo Noonuccal was ready to campaign for the rights of her people. During
this time, she visited several states and launched a petition to hold a referendum to
change sections 51 and 127 of the constitution. In the 1960s people were starting to
become more aware of the inequities faced by Indigenous Australians. Once the
Government agreed to hold the referendum, the “Yes” campaign began. And what
is remarkable about this referendum is that there wasn’t even a “No” campaign.
The referendum bill had the support of all major political parties. Not a single
senator voted against it.
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All of her hard work campaigning and working with other Indigenous rights groups
paid off, on the 27th of May 1967 the Australian population overwhelming voted
“Yes”. 90.77% in fact. This was the biggest landslide referendum in Australian
history and those unfair “protection” laws that the states of Australia had, could
finally be abolished. While this was a landslide “Yes” vote, things did not improve
immediately. The changes to the constitution did not automatically fix the centuries
of dispossession and mistreatment of the Indigenous Australian people. Oodgeroo
continued to fight to educate the Australian people about the unfair treatment that
our First Nations people continue to experience.

What I would like you to think about today is what are some of issues in society
that you see as unjust? What kind of action could you take to make your
community more inclusive and welcoming to all people?

This is Kelly Chase, on the case.

Before I go, if you are a teacher and would like a free lesson plan for this episode,
or any of the season one or season two Ladies in the House episodes, you can head
to the Classroom Resources page on the Museum of Australian Democracy website
to download the lesson plan. The lessons include pre-listening vocabulary,
reflection questions, a call to action activity and the transcript. You’ll find a link to
the page in the show notes.

See you next time!
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